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UNDER WAY

22 people of very varied interests, background and experience came together for a meeting in York on 30th June 2001.  A further 33 people sent apologies.  

 Rosie Swale, pictured here in the Albanian mountains above Thethi, gave an exuberant account of her run round the borders of the proposed park in April/May this year, and the meeting achieved two landmarks.  First, like all good organizations, it came up with a mission statement or a statement of aims and objectives. Second, it set up an organizing committee.

Aims and Objectives

“The promotion of peace and sustainable development in the region, through cooperation and liaison with local people seeking to establish a Peace Park which will create job opportunities and encourage respect for the environment.”

Committee

The following people agreed to make up The Balkan Peace Park Organizing Committee:

Chair 
                                   Ted Brown  (Service Development Manager, Bradford City 

       Council)

Treasurer


Ebru Oliver (Stratford on Avon, Marketing Manager) Membership Secretary 
Nick Oliver (Stratford on Avon, Psychology Teacher)

Minutes Secretary

Wendy Price  (Wimbledon, Retired Children and Families 

Social Worker)

Members:


Antonia Young  (Colgate Univ. US, Peace Studies Dept)





Howard Boyd (Birmingham, Consulting Traffic Engineer)





Barry O’Connor  (London, Business Consultant)





Richard Hargreaves  (Grassington, Retired Teacher)

COMMITTEE MEETINGS

The committee will meet 6 times a year, aiming for the first Saturday of every second month, at different venues to suit the travelling convenience of members.  The first meeting was held in York on Sept 1st and the second is scheduled for Nov 10th in Birmingham. It is hoped that one meeting a year could be held in the area of the Peace Park itself, if possible.

MONEY

The Trustees of the York Peace Centre have made a ‘seed’ donation of £600 available.  This enables us to open a bank account with the Cooperative Bank, the preferred bank, in the name of the Balkan Peace Park Organizing Committee.

Funds needed

Discussion is ongoing about the needs and methods for obtaining funds for the project.  Ted Brown, Chair, is confident that if the ideas are good and well presented the money will follow.

A PRESIDENT? HONORARY? ACTING?

The search is on for a suitable ‘big name’ person on the national or international stage who could use her or his influence to move the project ahead and to attract funds.  Some names were suggested and Ted Brown is making contact with one person in particular whom the committee wished to invite to take on the role.  Watch this space!

INVOLVEMENT OF

COLGATE UNIVERSITY

The Peace Studies Dept at Colgate University in New York State in America is not just a key player in the development of the Peace Park proposal but the origin of the idea in the first place.  Students were working in Shkoder this summer, where Antonia met them on her Albanian travels, and a former head of the department has donated money to it to enable more students to work in the area in the future.

             MAP

A map of the proposed park is a clear priority for the project but is naturally a sensitive issue in such an international military setting.  Maybe Colgate students could help to produce one.

SPRING MEETING IN 

MONTENEGRO?

Investigations are being made to see if it will be possible to call a meeting in Montenegro in the Spring 2002.  Representatives from the governments of Albania, Kosovo and Montenegro may be invited, along with a representative from the Federal Government in Belgrade.  The aim would be to get agreement on the creation of the international park.  At the moment the agreements are at NGO level in Albania and Kosovo.

Benefits

The benefits of such a ‘transnational’ venture are seen as being:

· Cross border and cross-cultural communication;

· Employment opportunities;

· Countering the stereotype of the region;

· Ecological and environmental conservation;

· Economic regeneration through tourism.

NEWSLETTER

This first newsletter arises from a decision at the committee meeting on Sept 1st. It is being distributed mostly by e-mail. The editor is Richard Hargreaves on strandho@aol.com, and the next issue will appear when there is information to pass on.

SCULPTURE

Nigel Young has met a sculptor who would sculpt a design of three people meeting which could be placed at a suitable point where the three countries meet.  By keeping the mould the sculpture  could also be replaceable in the event of its demise.

ANTONIA’S TRAVELS – SUMMER 2001
Her month in the Balkans, with ‘multifold aims and enormously rewarding results’ included:

· Shkodra, visits to key NGO IRSH; 

· Pec, NGO Aquila,  Drelaj village visit;

· Prishtina, 2 week university seminar and showing her ‘Kosovar Refugees’ exhibition;

· Montenegro, NGOs in Podgorica, etc.;

· Sarajevo, EU Env Stability Pact Conf.

