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TREKKING FOR PEACE
Since the promotion of sustainable visitor activities is one of the stated aims of the project it is good to be able to give news of plans for 2004 and last year’s 2003 ‘inaugural trek’. This 11 day trek, in July 2003, took 36 people from 8 different countries, from  Peć/Peja in Kosovo/a, through Montenegro, to Vermosh, the valley and village in the north eastern corner of Albania, and then on to the valley of Theth.  There was transport for the 65km from Theth to the city of Shkodër, where 80 people attended a full day international conference on the proposed Balkans Peace Park. The purpose of the trek was to engage as many local people as possible in the enterprise, as guides, interpreters, hosts or accompanying general helpers, and to demonstrate what this kind of eco-tourism could bring to the communities en route and what facilities would be needed for such activity in the future.  We had to use transport to cross frontiers this time, but in future it should be possible to walk the whole way.
Vermosh and Theth: July 17th – 25th 2004

This trek is being organized from Shkodër by people from IRSH.  It will journey to Vermosh by road and spend two days on walks of varying length in the valley and mountains of the area.  Then the group will travel by road round to Theth for two more days of exploration in the surrounding mountains. The trek will end with dinner together at a restaurant in Shkodër. The IRSH organizers for this trip are Vildan Plepi and Blendi Dibra.  Anyone interested in joining in can contact them best by e-mail:  vildanplepi@yahoo.com or irsh@aldanet.com.al 

This is a terrific initiative and we wish everyone a very enjoyable trip.

Cycle tour: August 14 – 27th
This is being planned from England by Howard Boyd in Birmingham.  The general idea is to revisit places seen by last year's cross-border trek but on two wheels this time.  The tour will start and finish in Podgorica and visit Plav and Cakor in Montenegro and the Rugova valley in Kosovo/a before returning to Plav.  From there it will head for Theth in Albania, either by pushing bikes from Gusinje over the Qafa e Pejës (hard work!) or pushing over the border to Vermosh and then riding round to Theth.  We expect a group of 10 to 20 people to do this tour and if more than that are interested there would be a second group following on.  As on the 2003 trek we hope to have maximum involvement by people living in the area. Further information is available from Howard Boyd howardboyd@gn.apc.org or Richard Hargreaves on strandho@aol.com

TALKS. . . 

Richard Hargreaves, who did the trek last year, prepared a talk and slide show which he has now given several times to various groups, including the Peace Studies Department at Bradford University and mountaineering clubs.  He is very happy to travel anywhere, within reason, to give this talk/slide show to any group, large or small.  It shows the mountain   landscape and the people of the three countries and is put in the context of the concept of peace parks.  He calls the talk “Mountains for Peace in the Balkans”.

. . .AND EXHIBITIONS

Chris Rossi, also on the trek last year, is preparing an exhibition of photographs and information about the Peace Park.  Chris lives in the US where she is a museum curator in Hamilton in New York State, The exhibition will be shown at Colgate University in May and in Jackson, Mississippi in October. It is hoped that it could be transported to Europe, to England and the Balkans, perhaps.
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