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WHERE HAVE WE GOT TO?
Inevitably, a project of this nature will take many years to become a reality, especially when the originators of the dream were not governments but a miscellaneous group of enthusiasts in the UK and environmental activists in the Balkans. For the three governments, in Albania, Kosovo/a and Montenegro, the establishment of the Peace Park may not come high on their list of present priorities but part of the dream is that among the people on the ground, those living and working in the villages and valleys of the three countries and those who care for the environment there, enough enthusiasm and drive for the park will be generated for governments to have to take notice and then action.  What has happened since the last newsletter in March 2004?
· In the UK the project is now a registered charity, so we now have a secure and legal base for raising funds;
· In October 2005 the BPPP received a grant of £10,000 from a charitable organization in order to further its aims;

· At the Annual General Meeting of the committee in Birmingham in November 2005 it was confirmed that Ed Thatcher, experienced fundraiser, project developer with Balkans experience and enthusiastic mountaineer, would work for the BPPP on a ‘sole trader’ basis to:  develop and maintain the website (www.balkanspeacepark.org), to handle general enquiries, to raise further funds;
· In December 2004 a weekend workshop in the Yorkshire Dales, including representatives from Albania, Kosovo/a and Montenegro, produced the basis of a formal proposal for the establishment of the ‘First Balkans Peace Park’, to be sent to governments and funding sponsors;
· On 1st October 2005 Petrit Imeraj opened a ‘Balkans Peace Park Information Centre’ in Shkodër, Albania (see page4 for information on this);

· In March 2005 Nigel Young had a meeting with Harald Egerer (Director of the UN Department of the Environment, Vienna) and discussed the proposed meeting of BPPP representatives from the regions as part of the wider network of Balkan Peace Parks and Transboundary Protected Areas. Of these, Egerer has named ours the First Cross-Border Balkans Peace Park. His assistant, Jasmina Bogdanović, attended the AGM on 26th November; 
· Money donated by children and parents of the small village school in Malhamdale, Yorkshire, has been used to repair and improve the fabric of the school in Theth, Albania;
· A cycle tour of 550kms through the proposed park area took place in August 2004
           (see the report on page 3)     
                             
            Crossing the Montenegro/Kosova border
· An exhibition of the proposed park and the 2003 trek has been created by Chris Rossi of the US and shown in a number of places in the US and the UK; 
· In May 2005, Petrit Imeraj (President of the NGO, Preservation of Forests and the Green Environment, Albania) visited the Yorkshire Dales National Park to look at its functioning and he also visited the experimental forestry area at Scargill House in Wharfedale. A specially designed course for 8 people from the Balkans, ‘Forest Sustainability’, was planned to run in November 2006;

· The Kosovan government’s Ministry of the Environment has become especially interested in the project. In August 2005 Antonia Young visited Prishtina for 6 days and had meetings with Ismail Hetemaj and Rizah Hajdari from that department and with its Bosnian Director, Šefćet Pecanin, who adamantly commented that the BPPP should include more villages north of those shown on our Montenegrin section of our map;
· The Kosovan Ministry of Youth, Culture and Sport sponsored a trek, ‘A Long Walk for Peace’ through the BPPP region in August 2005.  It was organized by Fatos Lajçi, with about 21 people taking part, mainly from Kosovo/a itself but also with Richard Hargreaves and Annalisa Rellie from the UK and 3 Albanians.  The trek concluded with a walk from Theth over to Valbona, which it is felt should be 

 included in the BPPP area, and an international conference in Mitrovica;
· In June/July 2005 Antonia Young headed the Ethnographic Team of the Shala Valley Project, which gave her ample opportunity to discuss the BPPP with many individuals and families within the Theth National Forest Park. Note: Antonia will be there with the project in 2006 and will be taking a group to spend the night of July 8th in a Kulla in Abat.
CYCLE TOUR 2004
Led by Howard Boyd, the group of 8 cyclists from 4 countries started and finished in Podgorica in Montenegro. The 550km route took in Kolasin and Berane before riding over the Čakor pass into the Rugova valley in Kosovo/a to stay 2 nights at Dritan Shala’s ‘Peace House’ in Drelaj. The ride down to Peć/Peja was followed by transport to Berane, then a ride to Plav for 2 nights at the friendly Djerdan Hotel.
Albanian roads

After a ‘rest day’ cycling to the dramatic Grbaje valley the tour crossed the previously forbidden border to Vermosh in Albania but the loose surface of Albanian mountain roads made it impossible to cover the distances planned, so trucks had to be hired for some of the way down to Koplik and on to Boga and Theth, though some members cycled over the Qafa e Thores to Theth. The return to Shkodër was by truck for some and 2 wheels for others.  The tour ended with a memorably long and spectacular ride round the western, Montenegrin side of Lake Shkodër to Virpazar, a ferry on the lake up to Rijeka Crnojevica and finally back to Podgorica.

International goodwill

On the Albanian section the tour was joined by old friends from the 2003 trek, Vildan and Çimi from Shkodër. Branko Hajdukovic, President of the Yugoslav Cycling Federation, was a ‘guardian angel’ on the Montenegrin section, coming to the rescue at critical moments, fixing interviews with the Foreign Minister in Podgorica and the President of the Council in Plav, and arranging for 19 year old Serb speaking Danijel from Bjelo Polje to ride  all the way, getting a warm welcome in all 3 countries.  
It can be done and it’s fun too!
The tour proved that cycle touring in the Peace Park area is a viable, enjoyable ‘sustainable visitor activity’ but that to ride 75kms on Albanian mountain roads you need two days not one!
PEOPLE AND NGOs

There have been some changes among the people and NGOs behind the BPPP proposal. Some of the key players at the moment are:

Kosovo/a:  Aquila (Dritan Shala), ERA Group (Fatos Lajçi), Rizah Hajdari and Ismail Hetemaj (Kosovan Environment Ministry);
Montenegro:  Fractal (Filip Pavlović);
Albania: New Community Albania Organization (Vildan Plepi), Preservation of Forests and the Green Environment (Petrit Imeraj), Mario Delia (Shkodër), Prek Harusha (Theth);

UK:  the UK supporting committee is headed by Antonia Young (Chairperson), Howard Boyd (Secretary) and Nick Oliver (Treasurer).  It meets 4 times a year and holds its Annual General Meeting, usually in London in the autumn. 

New blood welcome!

There is a warm welcome to any person or group who would like to become involved in this exciting project.  Contact the editor (see below) or Howard Boyd, Secretary (see last page).
PUBLICITY
· The BPPP exhibition created by Chris Rossi in Hamilton in the US has been seen in venues in the US, in London and Grassington in the UK; 

· Alan Blackshaw, President of the UIAA, spoke about the BPPP at the UN International Day of the Mountains in Rome on December 10th 2004;

· An article by Richard Hargreaves appeared in the 2004 Alpine Club Journal beside a piece by Harish Kapadia on the similar grassroots moves to promote a peace park on the Siachen Glacier at 21,000ft between India and Pakistan.

MEMBERSHIP ORGANIZATION
At the AGM 2005 it was decided that the BPPP should become a membership organization.  See the last page of this newsletter.

BPPP OFFICE IN SHKODER

As reported on page 2, a ‘Balkans Peace Park Information Centre’ has been opened in Shkodër.  There has often been talk of having information offices in Shkodër, Plav and Peć/ Peja, some time in the future, but Petrit Imeraj’s initiative has shown the way.  

Address, etc.

The office is at: Rr. “Marin Barleti” Nr 1,

Perballe Telcomit, Shkodër, Albania.

Tel. and Fax:  ++3552251704

E-mail:  bpppinfo_al@yahoo.com
   “  “   :  pimeraj@yahoo.com
What will the office do?

It aims in general to support the creation of the BPP, ecotourism, collaboration between the three BPP countries and regulatory development of the environment.  In particular it will provide information and services for visitors to all three areas, training for local communities in the development of sustainable visitor activities, and encouragement for the restoration of cultural and traditional features.

Link with the UK 

This office will be working in association with the BPPP committee in the UK which is delighted with Petrit’s initiative, but it also has to make clear that this office is a separate, independent organization. The BPPP UK committee is not responsible for the finances or the activities of the Shkodër office.

OTHER  PEACE  PARKS

Lindsay Mackenzie, ex Peace Studies student from Colgate University in the US, who helped to organize part of the 2003 trek while on placement in Kosovo/a, has been awarded a prestigious scholarship in the US for a year’s study of the operation of cross-border Peace Parks in different parts of the world.  So far she has studied a trans-boundary environmental park between Finland and Russia and an underwater (sic) Peace Park between Jordan and Israel at the top end of the Red Sea.  We will be following her progress and reading her reports with great interest.

Siachen Glacier

The Siachen Glacier at 21,000 feet in the Himalaya has been the world’s highest battlefield between India and Pakistan for the nearly 60 years since partition. Grassroots pressure from the mountaineering fraternity for the area to be demilitarised, cleaned up and returned to nature as a Peace Park is having some success.  Leading Indian and Pakistani mountaineers took part in a well publicised ‘friendship climb’ in the Swiss Alps in 2003 and the Indian and Pakistani governments are making sympathetic sounds about the idea of withdrawing their armies from the glacier region. 
European Green Belt

It was Mikhail Gorbachev’s idea, wasn’t it? Since the fall of the Iron Curtain in 1989 there remains a strip of habitat running the entire length of Europe, from the Barents Sea in the north to the Bosphorus, which remains comparatively undisturbed.  The Green Belt project aims to enable this entire strip to become an ecological network of trans-boundary areas promoting biodiversity, a kind of linear Peace Park.
Into Albania

The proposed route of the Green Belt in the Balkans has one branch running along the border of Bulgaria to the Black Sea. Very significantly for us, another  branch runs through our BPPP area to the ‘Shkodra Lake Natural Reserve’ which the Albanian government formally agreed on November 2nd 2005. “During a recent meeting the Prime Ministers of Albania and Montenegro strongly expressed their will to enhance transboundary cooperation.”  (From a Euronatur press release)  This must be good news for us to build on.
Comment?
Please send any comment on this newsletter or items for the next issue to the editor: Richard Hargreaves, Strand House, Hawkswick, Skipton, North Yorks BD23 5QA  01756 770346
strand@hawkswick.net  
MEMBERSHIP  of the
BALKANS PEACE PARK PROJECT – Charity No. 1105447

If you would like to help the development of the BPPP please become a member of it by completing this membership form. Membership will entitle you to attend and vote at the Annual General Meeting and to be kept informed of developments, progress, events, visits and exhibitions, etc.  The fee is £5 a year for those living in the UK, free for people outside the UK, and £10 a year for organizations.  Any further donations towards our work will be very gratefully received.
NAME:

ADDRESS:

PHONE NO.





E-MAIL:

Have you any particular interests, experience, skills (e.g. language), contacts which could be relevant to the development of the BPPP?   Please tell us here:

Would you like to become actively involved in the project?

Please send this form and cash or cheque (Balkans Peace Park Project)  to:

Howard Boyd, Secretary BPPP, 19 Queenswood Road, Moseley, Birmingham B13 9AU

You are also invited to complete this Gift Aid form in respect of your fee/donation.
GIFT AID DECLARATION

Name:





Address:

Phone:

YES, I want the Balkans Peace Park Project to treat all donations I have made from April 6th 2000 and all donations I make from the date of this declaration until further notice as Gift Aid donations.

Signature:






Date:

I would like to support the work of the BPPP and enclose £_____  (Payable to the Balkans Peace Park Project)
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