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This year has been another active one, albeit with some setbacks, but we have arrived at a positive balance with the re-establishment of an active sister group in Shkodër, Albania, and we are very hopeful of expanding our Summer Programme activities in Albania in 2012, as well as being involved in discussions about easing border crossing in the mountains between Albania, Montenegro and Kosovo.

Since the last AGM (September 2010), we have held 4 committee meetings and 3 meetings to prepare the Summer Programme in Thethi.  This is quite an intensive input from those involved, and has emerged as something of a financial and time problem for us.  Since we are no longer able to use the facilities of the Peace and Reconciliation Centre at Coventry University due to prohibitive new charges, meetings have involved long journeys for those involved, from the south to Yorkshire or from the north to London/Reading.  This is an issue which we will try to address urgently.

The following is a summary, more or less in chronological order, of our activities since the last AGM:

· With the help of Su Jones and Paddy McEntaggart, and money raised by Rosie Swale-Pope, 5000 updated new leaflets were printed in September 2010.  Please contact Antonia Young at a.t.i.young@bradford.ac.uk or Angela Selmani at  angela315@hotmail.co.uk  for copies.

· Also with Su and Paddy’s help, the new website was launched in February 2011 and has been greatly appreciated and brought many new contacts.
· After some years of frustrating attempts to cooperate, progress has been made over this past year in communicating with the German government development organisation, GIZ, and we have been invited to an important meeting of stakeholders in the region to discuss the facilitation of border crossing.  This will probably take place in October 2011, and to be attended by a representative of B3P Albania (see below).
· Cracoe School, which has exchanged correspondence with the children at the school in Thethi, organised a ‘Dress as you like’ day in February, to raise funds for the Summer Programme.
· Antonela Melanori went to Shkodër at Easter, in order to help relaunch B3P Albania, which had been dormant in its former makeup.  Arian Gjura took it upon himself to deal with the legal and financial technicalities, and we feel that we now have a really active sister organisation, with known colleagues on the board: Antonela, Arian, Luigj Shyti, Pranvera Carku and Gjon Shpella.  Eralda Nikshiqi, who has worked with us for a number of years and coordinated the second half of the SP this year, is to be coopted also.  We are delighted that Arian Gjura has been given a visa in order to address the AGM on the subject of B3P Albania and its plans.  He is also to visit the Brecon Beacons National Park, in order to see how it is managed, as this might be useful in the Thethi National Park.
· B3P Albania has already had discussions with representatives of the Mountain Development Forum, an organisation developing projects or poor rural areas, with the idea of putting forward combined projects for funding to the Mountain Area Development Agency, which is government-funded.

· Plans for re-establishing contacts in Montenegro did not materialise this year unfortunately, after a great deal of preparation, due to the tragic death of the brother of Julia Ireland, who had undertaken to go on our behalf.  However, we are in contact with a Montenegrin trailmarking expert, Vlatko Bulatović, and he and our member, Dick Scroop, will hike in the mountains in September and try out some new cross-border routes, which should feed into our plans for future programmes.
· Todd Walters, 2008 Thethi Programme coordinator, ran the first IPPE academic course with students from Vermont University, and worked with a number of our colleagues in the region, such as Fatos Lajci and Arian Gjura.
· Throughout the summer, and including doing placements on the Summer Programme, we have again had a number of international MA students doing some of their dissertation research projects on the B3P and/or Summer Programme. 
· There has been worldwide acclaim for Nigel Young’s major four-volume Peace Encyclopaedia, published in 2010 by Oxford University Press, with an entry on Peace Parks, including B3P.

· We were again allocated essential funding for the Summer Programme in Thethi from the US Embassy in Tirana for the fourth year running. A visit to the Embassy by the Chair elicited an indication that the Embassy is very pleased with our work, and likely to continue to support us.  Elizabeth (Betsy) Lewis, Public Affairs Officer, also suggested that B3P Albania apply for funding for a civil society project under their ‘Democracy Commission Small Grants’ scheme.

·  In addition to this, there have been a number of smaller fundraising events, involving a great deal of work by a dedicated group of supporters. However, we do need to keep up our efforts to raise funds if we are to expand our activities in the region as we would like.  
· From 12 July- 20 August the fourth Summer Programme ran in the village school in Thethi, N Albania, the first module coordinated this year by Chris Whichelo, and the second by Eralda Nikshiqi, with Eri Melonari looking after transport logistics and Gjon Shpella accommodation.  
Sadly the programme was hit by a tragedy at the beginning of the 6-week period, when one of the volunteers, Rosemarie Clegg, died unexpectedly of a heart attack, just before the programme was to start.  Both coordinators, Chris and Eralda, the volunteers, the villagers and the British Embassy in Tirana reacted magnificently in ensuring that everything possible was done to ensure that Rosie’s body and her effects were repatriated with the minimum of complication and her family were kept informed at all times.  It is a tribute to the integration of the whole group that this process took place so smoothly, although everyone was so traumatised at the time.
For this reason, the programme started a week later than planned, but again encompassed English lessons taught by UK volunteers, Environmental studies, History and Geography taught by Albanian specialist teachers, and this year a workshop on Human Rights organised by a specialist volunteer from Austria.  We hope to build on this next year.  There was also drawing and painting taught by Eri Melonari, and music, including singing in English.  We look forward to continuing with our very professional and dedicated volunteers in 2012, either here in Thethi, or in Vermosh, negotiations over which are in train.
N.B. We are also looking for suitable groups to work with in both Kosovo and Montenegro, and ideas for this would be greatly welcomed.
· During the Summer Programme, there were visits by the Prefect and Director of Education, by a group of 18 Peace Corps Volunteers, by a member of the US Embassy, and by an Austrian film crew.

· This year we were delighted that the certificates were presented to the children at the graduation ceremony by the Deputy Ambassador, Elizabeth (Lizzy) Evans, who came to Thethi with her family and stayed for the weekend.  This was particularly appropriate, as Lizzy had given an enormous amount of her time and effort to ensuring that the problems surrounding the death of Rosie Clegg were minimised.
· B3P North America is to go ahead, spearheaded by Debbie Rice; Antonia and Nigel to follow up when they go to US in September/October 2011.

· We still need to update the 7-panel travelling exhibition compiled by Chris Rossi, with an 8th panel devoted to the Summer Programmes.  One copy is on display in the US, our second copy is still on view at the Leeds Royal Armouries Museum. Since it is available for display elsewhere, we invite you to check it out on the website, and consider displaying it at your institution. 
· Finally I would like to extend my heartfelt thanks to the Committee for their support, and in particular to Antonia for her enormous expertise and help at all times, John Milsom for his excellent stewardship of our rather complicated multi-currency finances, and Angela Selmani for her amazing efficiency in keeping us all informed of everything going on!
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