PROGRESS SO FAR
  June 2001 - UK Project Committee formed at an open meeting in York; Network of contacts established throughout the region, especially in Albania (Theth, Shkodër, Tirana) and Kosovo/a (Pec/Peja, Rugova). Links and partnerships formed with local NGOs in all three regions. 

  200l - Rosie Swale, the internationally known explorer and travel writer undertook alone, a journey on foot, following the approximate boundaries of a future Balkans Peace Park, making personal contact with people all along the route.  

  July 2003 - The 'Inaugural trek' from Rugova (Kosovo/a), through Prokletije (Montenegro) to Vermosh and Theth (Albania), was organized jointly with NGOs in the region.

  2004 - UK charitable status obtained. 

  August 2004 - 550km cycle tour from Podgorica (Montenegro) through all three regions. 

  December 2004 - A weekend workshop was held in the Yorkshire Dales with representatives from Albania, Kosovo/a and Serbia & Montenegro. A formal proposal was produced for the establishment of the 'First Balkans Peace Park', to be sent to governments and funding sponsors. 

  2004/2005 - Money donated by children and parents of the small village school in Malhamdale, Yorkshire, UK, was used to repair and improve the fabric of a school in Theth, Albania. 

  2004/2005 - Full support of Min. of Environment, Kosovo/a.

  March 2005 – After meetings between Nigel Young and the Director of the UN Department of the Environment, Vienna, B3P was named as the "First Cross-Border Balkans Peace Park". 

  Summer 2005-Summer 2008 - Antonia Young headed the Ethnographic Team of the Shala Valley archaeological Project, close to the families living within the Theth National Forest Park. 

  August 2005 - Fatos Lajci led a 2nd 'Long Walk for Peace' through the region, sponsored by the Kosovan Ministry of Youth, Culture and Sport. The trek concluded with an international conference in Mitrovica. 

  April 2006 - UNEP committed to funding the first phase of a project, aimed to promote the development of strong local democratic procedures; foster better cross-border cooperation; and promote harmonious trans-border environmental protection in the B3P area.

  In November 2006 - The new B3P regional coalition held a conference in the Grand Hotel, Prishtina. The main focus was to bring together mayors or municipal leaders of communities in or around the B3P area, to invite them to commit themselves publicly to Peace Park development. Mayors, or their deputies, from five of the six B3P municipalities addressed the conference and jointly signed the Letter of Good Intent. The sixth gave his signature at a later ceremony.  This open and public commitment to the development of the Balkans Peace Park was an important step forward in the journey towards the reality of a Balkans Peace Park. 

  Since 2006 B3P has continued to collaborate with a number of International NGOs and government development organisations, including UNEP, IUCN, European Green Belt, Austrian Development Cooperation, SNV Dutch Development organisation, as well as with local and regional NGOs and government organisations.

  In April 2007 the B3P exhibition was displayed for a month at Bucknell University in Lewisburg, Pennsylvania, USA.

  July 2007 - Albania-Montenegro Cross-Border Summer Trek.  20 participants from around the world took part in a long trek from Okol, Albania to Jezerca Lake, Montenegro and back again.  The group visited local historical sites, travelled through temporary border controls, and stayed in former military barracks now used as a bunk house.  New trekking routes were also researched.  - - As a separate venture, 12 trekkers left Thethi to travel down the Shala Valley to Abat, where they stayed overnight in the kulla (traditional stone tower construction, built for families in feud).  The B3P promoted the use of this kulla as a bunk house. See report in Documents section.

– A third activity was a two week multi-activity, borders-crossing trip based on Plav.  8 international participants joined Richard Hargreaves on this trip.  They crossed the Albania-Montenegro border twice and took part in sustainable climbing, hiking and mountain biking activities.  See report below.

  September 2007 - Abbey Radis presented her paper on The Role of Resource Sharing Initiatives in Peacebuilding, on behalf of the Balkans Peace Park, at the Parks, Peace and Partnerships Conference in Waterton Lakes National Park, Alberta, Canada, as part of their celebration of their 75th anniversary of cross-border collaboration.

Also Ann Kennard made a presentation about the B3P marking the formal close of EUROPARC's Nature - Bridging Borders conference held in Cesky Krumlov in the Czech Republic. 

  September & October 2007 - Robin Hanbury-Tenison, a founder member of Survival International, and his wife, Louella rode Albanian horses through the whole of Albania. They started their tour with a couple of weeks riding through the three regions of the B3P. 

  November 2007 - The B3P received a Highly Recommended Certificate from the British Guild of Travel Writers as part of the Best Overseas Tourism Project 2007. 

  Every year since November 2007 B3P colleagues have addressed the Royal Geographical Society (RGS) on some aspect of B3P’s work at their Annual Seminars. 

  March 2008 - More than sixty stakeholders from central government, several international government organisations, regional government, municipalities, NGOs and other organisations from Albania, Kosovo/a and Montenegro attended a two-day workshop in Shkodra, northern Albania, to plan the next steps towards the creation of a transboundary Balkans Peace Park. 

  June 2008 - Antonia Young delivered a paper "A Section of the IUCN European Green Belt: The cross-border Peace Park (Albania/Montenegro/Kosovo)" at the Životna Sredina ka Evropi (Environment for Europe) EnEO8-4th Regional Conference held at Belgrade Chamber of Commerce.

  June 16th to August 9th 2008 - The First B3P Summer Programme: Voices from Thethi was held in Thethi, Northern Albania. Summer Programmes have continued to be held by B3P in Thethi each year since 2008 and are regarded by the local inhabitants as an important contribution to the education of the children in learning English and environmental studies, as well as having artistic, musical, drama and sports activities, and contributing to the development of sustainable tourism in the Shala Valley.

· In 2010 B3P also participated in a highly successful Summer Camp for the children of the Rugova Valley in Kosovo/a, the other organisations being Kosovo/a-based: Environmentally Responsible Action Group and The Ideas Partnership.  It is planned to continue such collaborations, and to set up equivalent programmes in Montenegro, as well as collaborations on hiking and trailmarking with other organisations in the region.

· Work is in progress to set up B3P organisations in Shkodër, Albania, and also in North America.

