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This has been a somewhat different year from the last, which was my first as Chair, with changes on the Committee, continuation of previous contacts and the making of new and potentially exciting ones.  There were real developments in our Summer Programmes, with our participation in a summer camp in the Rugova Valley in Kosova, as well as running our third programme in Thethi, and with some progress made to some future activity in Montenegro.

Since the last AGM (September 2009), B3P has been involved in the following activities, in more or less chronological order:

· We are delighted that Graham Watson, MEP for South-West England and Gibraltar has become a Patron of B3P. His enthusiastic statement is on the website, and we hope he will be able to attend one of our meetings.

· The Photography project carried out at the Thethi Summer Programme in 2009 resulted in a wonderful calendar, produced by Su Jones and Paddy McEntaggart who ran the project.  It featured the best photographs taken by the children, together with a picture of each child.  Sales of the calendar were very successful and made a great contribution to publicity and the initial funding for the 2010 programmes.

· John Milsom and Graham Cowden, volunteers at the Thethi programme in 2009, produced a feasibility study on water power/electricity in the Shala Valley.  When translated, it will be very useful to the authorities there.

· In September 2009 Antonia Young/B3P was one of the top three from l00 nominated charities) on the Forum 3 Alternative Rich List, which includes people/charities who have given their time and effort to enrich others’ lives. 


· November 2009- Elizabeth Gowing presented B3P at the Annual Recruitment of Grant-seeking Graduate Researchers/Expeditioners meeting of the Royal Geographical Society in London. 
· B3P Albania has finally been set up in Shkodër by Linda Durgaj, a lecturer in Jurisprudence at the university there. We hope that this will make it easier to organise events in the region, especially the Summer Programmes in Thethi. At the time of writing we are still unclear about how to set up a bank account in order to facilitate funding the Summer Programmes.
· Todd Walters, 2008 Thethi Programme coordinator, has set up International Peace Parks Expeditions (IPPE), with the aim of running courses linked to US universities, with credit-bearing academic modules for students who come to study in the region, and also local training courses. Ann is a Director of IPPE and we hope to work together on this in the future, including on grant applications.  Todd was unable to run the courses this summer, due to low take-up, but hopes that this will change as the courses become more well-known.
· From 21-25 March, we hosted 3 representatives of Kosova ministries, 2 Serbian NGO representatives, and an Albanian environmentalist, mainly for a 3-day training course from 22-24th run by the Yorkshire Dales National Park.  Alan Hulme, Chief Executive David Butterworth and other YDNP colleagues gave us a splendid introduction to the running of a National Park, and also took the group to the Forest of Bowland, which is slightly differently designated as an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.  During the five-day period we held meetings about the activities of B3P and the future, in particular discussing the plans for Summer Programmes in Albania and Kosova.
Throughout the summer, and including doing placements on the Summer Programme, we have again had a group of international MA students doing some of their dissertation research internships on the B3P and/or Summer Programme. One of these was a Rotary scholar who did her internship on our behalf, making and remaking contacts in the Plav region of Montenegro.
· Nigel Young has published a major four-volume Peace Encyclopaedia with Oxford University Press, with an entry on Peace Parks, including B3P.

· The Chair has published a book ‘Old Cultures, New Institutions around the new Eastern Border of the European Union’ in which the Peace Park features as a major case study.

· We were allocated generous funding for the Summer Programme in Thethi from the US Embassy in Tirana for the third year running, although there has been a problem with the timing this year, and also a second donation from a professional fundraiser in UK who intends to continue to support our work.  In addition to this, there have been a number of smaller fundraising events, involving a great deal of work by a dedicated group of supporters.  Various people have also for the first time raised funds via JustGiving, which seems to be a really useful way to make new contacts also, and this has helped with both Summer Programmes in Thethi and Rugova. However, we have not had the larger corporate donors we had in the past and we have in fact had to manage on LESS funding this year. This is something which needs to be addressed urgently.

· From 12 July-6 August the third Summer Programme ran in the village school in Thethi, N Albania, coordinated this year by Keith Bowden, and leading the first two weeks, with Judith Walker leading the last two weeks, again with excellent support from Antonela Melonari, this time in the Logistics role. 
The programme again encompassed English lessons taught by UK volunteers, Environmental studies, History and Geography taught by Albanian specialist teachers, and also some superb projects, such as music, including singing in English.  We look forward to continuing with our very professional and dedicated volunteers in 2011, either here in Thethi, or in Kosova or Montenegro.
Alongside the Summer Programme, an international course in permaculture was held for the people of Thethi, set up by Gimi Qehaja, and was a great success and is expected to run again next year.  We also introduced needlecraft work for the women of Thethi, organised by Tara Scott.
We were delighted to welcome a German/US climbers’ group during the Summer Programme, they were very enthusiastic about what we were doing, and left toys and materials behind for the children. Later they collected signatures supporting B3P in other villages while they were on their expedition to climb Mt.Arapit, as well as adding B3P as a link on their website.  We have been in contact with them since and hope to meet them again.
· From 26 July-5 August 38 Albanian, Bosniak and Roma young people, aged 9-16, took part in a summer camp in Kosova.  The camp, a joint venture between Environmentally Responsible Action (ERA), The Ideas Partnership (TIP) and B3P, was held in the village of Reka e Allages, high in the natural beauty of the Rugova Valley. ERA was represented by Fatos Lajçi and Elina Savolainen, TIP by Elizabeth Gowing, and B3P by Su Jones and Paddy McEntaggart.
Activities included hikes, orienteering, litter picks, English lessons, photography, songs, games, sports and citizenship sessions - where small groups of participants planned projects they would do to carry forward ideas they had learned about on the camp. 

The villagers gave the warmest possible welcome to everyone. The camp was structured with a view to enabling as many of the families as possible to benefit; some of local children became participants; four families offered accommodation for volunteers, one further family were paid to do the cooking whilst others helped with site preparation.

The camp was funded entirely by the generosity of individual donors, the project also received donations in kind/loans of equipment and the volunteers, here as in Thethi, contributed their time, travel costs and skills for free.
· In July/August the Chair visited Kosova, in order to see the new Rugova camp in action, but also to make contact with a number of key people in ministries and organisations in Prishtina and Pejë.  Ismail Hetemaj arranged a superb programme of interviews for her, including the Deputy Minister of the Environment, and a report of this discussion was published in several local newspapers.  There was also a meeting with the head of the GTZ office in Prishtina, who is very keen to work with us when they start on a new cross-border project in 2011.

· A high level visit to Thethi took place just as the Summer Programme was about to start, including the President of Albania, the Minister of Tourism and Ismail Beka and other GTZ representatives.  Our Thethi coordinator, Keith Bowden, was present, as also was Mark Rupa, our colleague in Shkodër, who had been involved in the organisation.  We are pleased that it seems we will be able to work with GTZ in future, something we have been attempting to do for some years.
· Exploratory visits to the Vusanje and Plav regions of Montenegro were made by the Treasurer and one of the Peace Studies MA students respectively, in order to investigate the possibilities of setting up a programme there, perhaps in 2011, with an environmental emphasis. It is hoped that as a result of these initiatives, we will be able to renew former contacts in the region.
· We continue our contacts with the American University in Kosovo (AUK) and the Gjurakuqi University in Shkodër, as well as a new University of Architecture in Tirana. We understand that they are proposing to form a consortium, for which our collaboration is welcomed but are waiting to hear more.
· We have made contact with the director of the 72 US Peace Corps volunteers, and in particular, a member in Kukes, Albania, who has been involved in setting up hiking trails in the border area.
· Thanks to fundraising efforts of Rosie Swale Pope in North Yorkshire, costs are covered for our new leaflet – these will be available at the AGM or please contact Antonia Young a.t.i.young@bradford.ac.uk or Angela Selmani:  angela315@hotmail.co.uk  for copies
· The Chair attended the launch in July 2010 of a book by Christopher Cviic and Peter Sanfey, “In Search of the Balkan Recovery: The Political and Economic Reemergence of South-Eastern Europe”, held at the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development in London.  She also attended UN World Peace Day events held in Bristol on September 21st (see below).
· We still need to update the 7-panel travelling exhibition compiled by Chris Rossi, with an 8th panel devoted to the Summer Programmes.  One copy is on display in the US, our second copy is still on view at the Leeds Royal Armouries Museum. Since it is available for display elsewhere, we invite you to check it out on the website, and consider displaying it at your institution. There has been a suggestion to display it for UN World Peace Day in 2011 in Bristol Cathedral, the Chair to follow up.
· Committee meetings were held since the last AGM on 28 November 2009 and 19 June 2010, with less formal meetings in March at the time of the YDNP Training Course.
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